Whilst the names of the officers who have commanded our commands and regiments have been recorded and are in many cases well known, the same cannot be said for all our garrison and regimental sergeant majors. Unlike unit commanders, regimental sergeant majors do not sign a handing over certificate on appointment, so it is often very difficult to establish who the successive regimental sergeant majors of some of our units where.' However, by good fortune and some guesswork, which yielded unexpectedly good results it has been possible to fill another gap in our knowledge about some of those who have served at the Castle of Good Hope. A tribute published on 7 January 1864 after his death at the age of 70 years gives a vivid picture of this remarkable soldier:
'In his military capacity the Sergeant-Major enjoyed the confidence and respect of all who came in contact with him, whether of the highest rank or the lowest. The officers in command considered him as their right-hand man, and the humblest private in the place felt that the venerable Sergeant-Major was the soldiers' finest friend. He was in fact quite a garrison institution in himself, and when Prince Alfred was here three years ago, Sir George Grey took special care that, amongst the officers particularly intro--duced to him, should be the respected veterans Inglesby and Mackay.
Repeatedly the Sergeant-Major was offered a commission, but as frequently declined it; a few years ago, however, he was offered and ac-cepted a special good service pension from the Queen. Apart from his professional duties Sergeant-Major Mackay was one of the most esteemed and estemable men in the community. As an elder of the Scottish church, as president of the Temperance Society and in a score of other capacities besides, he was ever ready to promote the good of his fellow men:-while whatever he did was done with such cheerfulness and good-will, that the value and efficacy of it became doubly enhanced, and now that the good old man is gone, we are sure that very many of high and low, rich and poor alike will sadly miss his venerable and form and kindly smiling face'.2
On the morning of Garrison Sergeant Major Mackay's funeral the Castle flag was flown at half mast. This honour had never previously been granted to any NCO. At about 1615 hours the cortege started on its journey from the Castle to the Scotch burying ground led by the firing party with arms reversed. The band playing the Dead March in Saul and Beethoven's Italian March and the hearse drawn by four black horses followed. On the coffin were the Castle flag and some of Mr Mackay's accoutrements. Behind the hearse marched officers and NCO's followed by relatives and friends in three carriages. Then followed the Royal Artillery, Cape Mounted Riflemen, Commissariat and Cape Volunteers (including Cavalry, Artillery, Royal Rifles, Scottish Corps and Engineers), the 11th Regiment (The Devonshire Regiment), the Teetotallees and miscellaneous mourners some of whom were in carriages and cabs. 
